Separated Unto the Gospel

Romans 1:1
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,

e How do we make sense of the separation involved in serving the Lord?
e First, the concept of being set apart for holy use is not just found in the New Testament.

Exodus 19:5-6

Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar

treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of
priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.

e The actual separation process is general in applying for all, yet also specific to each individual.
e How does this separation process work?

Luke 14:25-27

And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them, If any man come to me,
and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own
life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot
be my disciple.

e The intentional discipleship process demands that we love the Lord pre-eminently, and then we
love other things less. The set apart process is also not always easy.

Matthew 16:24-25

Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my
sake shall find it.

Luke 9:61-62

And another also said, Lord, | will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home
at my house. And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit
for the kingdom of God.

Mark 10:29-30

And Jesus answered and said, Verily | say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, But he shall
receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children,
and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.

» Separated Unto the Gospel, part 2

Romans 1:1
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,

e Sometimes the Lord uses trials for His purpose for the separated servant.



2 Timothy 4:5
But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy

ministry.
e Affliction works!

Romans 5:1-5

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also
we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And
not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience,
experience; and experience, hope (joyful certainty): And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

e The good news is that for the process of enduring the suffering, learning a life lesson, and
receiving grace from the Lord, is that we now can, in turn. Better minister to the people around
us.

2 Corinthians 1:3-6

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all
comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in
any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. For as the sufferings of
Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. And whether we be afflicted, it is for
your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also
suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation.

Acts 14:22
Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must
through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.



